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Piracy has its roots in ancient Greece, 2,000 years 
ago, when sea robbers threatened the Greek 
trade routes, and it has continued through time 

to today. It fl ourished between 1620 and 1720, as 
romanticised in the Pirates of the Caribbean fi lm 
franchise, until we get to the modern era and the 
highly publicised Somali pirates, who have been very 
active over the past fi ve years.

In total, worldwide numbers of actual and 
attempted attacks on ships increased from 263 
in 2007 to 439 in 2011. However, only 130 were 
attributed to Somalia, suggesting that while Somali 
piracy is on the decline, it is still a signifi cant problem 
in the rest of the world.

So, has Somali piracy been addressed and, if so, how 
has this been achieved? 

There has been considerable international resource 
dedicated to this issue, with approximately three 
dozen warships from the Royal Navy, the US Navy, 
EU countries, NATO, Russia, China and India currently 
patrolling more than one million square miles of sea, 
stretching east from the coast of Tanzania across the 
Arabian Sea, below the Seychelles Group, and then 
north past the Maldives to India. 

This area is also covered by the UK Maritime Trade 
Organisation (UKMTO), operated by the Royal Navy 
and based in Dubai. UKMTO provides a point of 
contact for merchant vessels, allowing them to be 
tracked through this high risk area. 

And in the Gulf of Aden – the body of water 
between Somalia and Yemen – the Internationally 
Recommended Transit Corridor (IRTC) provides a high 
level of safe passage. 

With the collaborative work being carried out by 
these international organisations, it is no surprise 
that reports of piracy attacks have dropped for the 
area. Recently, the Somali’s federal government has 
reportedly offered an amnesty to junior pirates in an 
effort to dissuade them from following in their elders’ 
footsteps. 

Earlier this year, one of Somalia’s most notorious 
pirate leaders announced his ‘retirement’, a possible 

indication that the Somali pirates are starting to realise 
that piracy is perhaps not as lucrative as it once was.

However, when you study the reports provided by 
the International Maritime Bureau (IMB), it becomes 
clear that piracy is a trade plied in many places and, 
where it stops or reduces in one place, it will increase 
in another. An example of this is off the coast of 
Nigeria, which has seen an increasing number of 
reported attacks, many violent, with the pirates striking 
as far as 120 nautical miles from the coast.

So, while the threat of piracy is apparently ever- 
present, if your customers are wise enough to take 
out your insurance offering, which is based on the 
institute cargo clauses (A), you can be assured that 
the conditions refer to piracy, with the ‘all-risks’ cover 
including loss, damage or robbery caused by pirates.

Sources: ICC International Maritime Bureau, EU Naval 
Forces Counter Piracy Site, Financial Action Task Force 

Somali piracy may be on the 
decline, but there are still problems 
elsewhere in the world
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edited by Colin Quarrington, who was a well-known fi gure to many at FIDI.
Here, people from around the FIDI world pay tribute to Colin:
(Tribute quotes- these comprise the rest of the feature)

Rob Chipman, CEO of Asian Tigers and FIDI Board Member:
 ‘Style and panache are two words that spring to my mind when I reminisce about Colin.  His delightful and endearing eccentricities always made his visits to 

Hong Kong memorable for me and for my staff.  The professional imprint that Colin left during his many years of devotion to FIDI Focus will be his lasting legacy.  I 
wish him every success in the future. Colin - my door will always be open to you.’

 Aulina Mithal, FIDI-35 Club President:

‘Colin truly believed in the FIDI-35 Club and has done so much for its success. His encouragement, knowledge, ideas and guidance has been a great resource to 
the FIDI-35 Club boards year after year. Colin spent hours discussing our aspirations for the club and put in priceless effort to market us, almost always at his own 
expense! It is no wonder that he was bestowed the title of ‘Godfather’ of the FIDI-35 Club some years ago. Colin, words are not enough to express our gratitude...
thank you!’

  Mario Martinez, FIDI Board Member:

‘When I fi rst met Colin, I thought he was a strikingly original person and was surprised by his unique way of dressing. After several years of friendship, I caught 
up with Colin in an ERC Conference in Denver and he was wearing this gorgeous white shirt with coloured buttonholes - each buttonhole made up of different, 
bright colours. I remember remarking that I liked his shirt.  To my surprise, the next time we met during an LACMA convention in Chile, Colin gave me a package 
and when I opened it, I found an identical shirt. Colin told me to ‘take this shirt as a gift.’  That is Colin...among his many values, his generosity stands out. Colin, 
my friend, we all hope to see you and Pam again soon!’

Rupert Morley, FIDI President:

‘As soon as I got involved with FIDI, I became aware that Colin was everywhere.  He was far more than the editor of FIDI Focus.  He came up with ideas, 
navigated the politics and presented initiatives.  Often working behind the scenes, Colin had a huge infl uence on FIDI. Through good times and bad, he guided, 
advised and counselled whole generations of presidents and boards.  Without him, FIDI wouldn’t be what it is today.  Thank you, Colin!’

 

Errol Gardiner, President Elect of FIDI: 

‘Colin was the most familiar and best-known face at any FIDI conference. Colin’s knowledge of the industry and the people in it is legendary. He has regaled me 
many times with stories of the FIDI icons, past and present. I hope we stay in touch.’

Eran Drenger, Ocean Relocations:

‘Colin has that magic touch of being able to make you very comfortable in a very short time. His relaxed style, not to mention his unique appearance enabled me 
to feel that I could count on Colin as if I am with my personal consultant. He is the kind of person who is able to make you open your heart and start sharing, very 
quickly and deftly picking the topic he wants to hear your views on. For all these reasons, Colin was so skillful in securing industry news.

 
‘His other great talent is his amazing memory and capability to place industry events with players in the industry and in the right location and year. I can 

recall travelling on British Rail from London to Brighton with my wife Shlomit, probably her fi rst conference, dressed for a banquet, in formal dress and she 
enquired whether we actually need to be there, as she didn’t feel at home in the surroundings. Luckily, we were tracked down by Colin and in his unique style, he 
approached and welcomed us, and made us feel immediately secure; as if we were being accompanied by an elder brother.’

(Please leave space for one more quote to come here – of approximately 75 words)
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Caption: Familiar faces: Colin Quarrington and his wife Pam at a FIDI event
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